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Sustainable management of forests for food security and livelihoods 

 

At the outset my compliments for bringing out this well researched and exhaustive             
report on Sustainable Forestry for Food Security and Nutrition. 

2. India rank at 10th position in terms of forest area in the world as per Global Forest                 
Resource Assessment (GFRA), 2015. The country has 16 major forest types and is one of the                
17 mega-diverse countries with 4 global biodiversity hotspots. Protected Area network           
include 103 National Parks, 537 Wildlife Sanctuaries, 67 Conservation Reserves and 26            
Community Reserves.  

3. It is important to document state of Forests for arriving at any meaningful policy               
interventions. India is one of the few countries of the world to have a robust and scientific                 
system of periodic forest cover assessment. As per India State of Forest Report, 2015, the               
total forest cover of the country is 70.17 million ha (21.34% of the geographical area). The                
total forest and tree cover constitute 79.42 million ha (24.16% of the geographical area),              
which includes 2.82% of Tree outside Forests (ToF). Total Growing stock of India’s forest              
and ToF is estimated at 5768.387 million cum. Forests have a huge potential as carbon sinks                
and total carbon stock in forests is estimated to be 7044 million tonnes. As per the State of                  
Forest Report 2015, there is a net increase in the forest cover of 1680 sq. km. and 438 sq. km.                    
in the hill and tribal districts of the country respectively over the previous assessment. 

4. Engaging communities in conservation and increasing forest cover is critical. The Joint             
Forest Management initiated by Government of India in 1990 represents a fundamental shift             
in managing the forest areas through involvement of the communities based on the principle              
of care and share. The Joint Forest Management (JFM) is the generic term in India for                
partnership in forest management involving the state forest department and the local            
communities. The local village committees and the forest department enter into an MoU to              
manage the forest areas jointly with forest department and the communities are entitled to get               
usufructs benefits from the forest area managed under JFM. As per Forestry Sector Report              
2011, approximately 24.64 million ha of forests lands are being managed under JFM             
programme through 1.12 lakh JFMCs till 2010 with the involvement of more than 14 million               
families all over the country.  

5. Through Agro forestry we seek to encourage tree plantation on farm lands. To provide an                
alternate clean source of energy, we provide LPG through the Ujjawala scheme to the rural               
poor and marginal household so that their dependence on forest for firewood is reduced. An               
integrated approach to increase forest cover on the one hand and provide alternatives to forest               
use on the other has been our effort. 
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6. To provide a legislative back up to the vulnerable dependent on forests, Government             
of India has promulgated the “Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers            
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006” which recognizes and vest the forest rights of              
individual/community in forest land for forest dwelling STs and OTFDs, whose rights could             
not be recognized earlier.  

7. India has a very rich and ancient tradition of protecting forest through people’s             
participation. In this regard the notable examples are the CHIPKO movement and the             
movement carried out by the Bishnois in the State of Rajasthan to protect the forest and                
wildlife resources there. In Piplantri village of Rajasthan, the villagers plant 111 nos. of trees               
on birth of girl child. There are numerous other examples of people’s participation in              
conserving the forestry resources in India.  

8. We recognize the need for innovative climate resistant farming. One such initiative that              
deserves mention is the Zero Budget Natural Farming Project (CR-ZBNF). ZBNF builds on             
the fact that there is abundance of all nutrients in the soil which cannot be absorbed by plants                  
in their present ‘locked’ form. ZBNF through use of cow-dung and urine based             
“bio-inoculants” exponentially increases soil microbial population. This enables a sustainable          
“nutrient exchange” system between plants, microbes, and soil nutrients. Plants exude           
carbohydrate – rich nutrients into the rhizosphere which is food for the enhanced soil microbe               
and this activates the “soil food web” to convert the abundantly available nutrients into              
bio-available forms and feed the plants. The results from the 2016-17 season have been              
encouraging. Average yields have increased and cost of cultivation has reduced considerably.            
Soil fertility, soil porosity and water holding capacity has increased.  

9. Our efforts at innovative techniques and community engagement to conserve, regenerate            
and sustain our forests for food security and livelihoods will continue. Thankyou. 

 

 


